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I n Loving Memory of Doris Marie Spencer Anthony

March 11, 1939 – September 5, 2025

Doris Marie Spencer Anthony, beloved wife, mother, sister, grandmother, aunt, professor, and

friend, passed away peacefully on September 5, 2025, in Memphis, Tennessee, at the age of 86.

Born in Mississippi to Reverend E.E. and Pauline Spencer, Doris was raised in a home built on
faith, service, and music. She graduated from Alcorn A&M University in 1960 with a degree in

Business Education. While at Alcorn, she joined Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, in
1958 and remained a proud lifetime member, living out the values of scholarship, service, and

sisterhood throughout her life.

Doris’ love of education defined her journey. She taught at the elementary, high school, and
college levels, inspiring generations of students with her passion for learning. She went on to earn

a master’s degree in Business Education from New York University, followed by a Master of
Science in Education, Administration & Supervision from Pace University. She later became a
respected professor of Business Communications at Concordia College, where her students

remember her not only for her teaching but for the encouragement and confidence she instilled
in them.

Her professional career also included her time in Chicago at Johnson Publishing, where she
served as Mr. Johnson’s personal assistant and a copy editor for Ebony/Jet Magazine. There, she
met her future husband, John Ashton Anthony, who worked in IT at the company. Their marriage

was a partnership of love, laughter, and devotion that lasted a lifetime. Together, they raised four
children—Lisa, Aurora, Kontji, and Johnita—in New Rochelle, New York, creating a home filled

with resilience and music.

Doris played the organ at her family church, filling every space with song throughout her life. She
placed instruments in her children’s hands—from piano to violin—and encouraged them to
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embrace the gift of music. Whether she was listening to pop or gospel, Doris loved to dance and
believed music was both a celebration and a source of comfort.

In retirement, Doris and John settled in Fayetteville, Georgia, near Atlanta. She remained deeply
engaged in her community, always lending her voice to neighborhood organizations, and she

continued serving with her sorority as an example of strength, leadership, and compassion. Doris
and John later moved to Memphis in 2016, where she took her last breath.

Above all, Doris cherished her family. She adored being “Nana” to Brandon, Ashton, Lauren,

Gabriel, Miles, Elena, and Devon, delighting in their laughter and accomplishments. Her legacy of
love, education, and music will live on through them and through all the lives she touched.

Doris was preceded in death by her devoted husband, John Ashton Anthony, and her parents,
Reverend E.E. and Pauline Spencer. She leaves to celebrate her memory her children,
grandchildren, her brother Dr. Eugene Spencer, nieces, nephews, sorority sisters, and a wide circle

of relatives, colleagues, students, and friends.

She will be remembered for her brilliance as an educator, her devotion to family, her joy in music
and dance, and her unwavering strength. Doris’ light continues to shine in the hearts of all who

were blessed to know her.

To watch the service live, please click the following link:

https://www.hdezwebcast.com/show/doris-anthony
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Funeral Service

Memorial Park Funeral Home

5668 Poplar Ave, Memphis TN 38119

Burial

Memorial Park Cemetery

5668 Poplar Ave, Memphis TN 38119

Cemetery Details

Memorial Park Cemetery

5668 Poplar Ave, Memphis TN 38119

(901) 445-8475
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Memorial Park Funeral Home And Cemetery shared aWebcast Video.

September 12 at 4:12 PM

SC Sara Fay & The Beale Street Blues Comany sent a Full Of Love Bouquet to the

Anthony family.

September 12 at 12:59 PM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Doris.

September 11 at 8:15 PM

Anonymous sent an Enchanted Cottage to the Anthony family.

September 11 at 8:15 PM

DP David Porter planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Doris.

September 9 at 4:16 PM

DP David Porter sent a Pink Tribute Spray to the Anthony family.

September 9 at 4:16 PM
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Lisa Curvin September 15 at 8:50 AM

Thank you for all the support we received. We are truly grateful🌺🌸

Anonymous sent a Full Of Love Bouquet to the Anthony family.

September 7 at 2:14 PM
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Memorial Park Funeral Home And Cemetery shared aWebcast Video. September 12 at 4:12 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Doris by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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